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Father Joe Beckman is the second-oldest priest
in the Archdiocese. An Athenaeum bulletin
board displays photos from his far-flung travels
as a journalist.

B

y the time Father Joe Beckman was
ordained some 60 years ago, he’d already
been part of several overseas missions.
Combat missions.
“I was a navigator with the Army Air
Corps during World War II,” he said. “I
flew on 44 combat missions in a B-24
‘Liberator’ at Guadalcanal, New Guinea,
the Philippines. We were shot at with
ground fire on all of the missions and by
Japanese Zeros on 18.”
The South Pacific was also where he
first witnessed Third World poverty, a
subject he’d later document as a journalist
traveling to more than 100 countries.
“I was always interested in Third
World poverty,” he says. “Being in the Air
Corps, I saw the poverty in Guadalcanal.”
Today, at 94, he’s the Cincinnati
archdiocese’s second-oldest living priest.
“This is what I do for exercise
now,” he says as he descends the stairs
from his third-floor living quarters at
the Athenaeum of Ohio. “Walking
downstairs is about the only exercise I
get. I still drive. I go to the drug store, the
grocery store, the post office.”
He said his traveling days are pretty
much done, though he drove to visit
his sister in Wisconsin this year, and
he flew to Dallas for a reunion with his
old combat mates from the Fifth Bomb
Group of the 13th Air Force.
Father Beckman grew up in Hamilton
and graduated in 1939 from the old
Hamilton Catholic High School, run
by the Marianists. After high school
he spent three years working at a local
machine shop, but had given thought
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to the priesthood. That led to a meeting
with a Marianist counselor, who offered
blunt advice.
“He told me to get off the fence and
make a decision,” Father Beckman
remembers. “I was about to be drafted, so
I decided to go into the Army Air Corps,
and if I came back alive I would go into
the seminary.
“I carried a first-year Latin book with
me all over the South Pacific.”
Ordained in 1954, he began teaching
at Purcell High School in Cincinnati but
suffered injuries in an auto accident and
was reassigned as a chaplain for nuns
in Brown County. He later taught at
the seminary and, from 1964 to 1971,
served as chaplain at Miami University,
“through the Vietnam War, Kent State,
all kinds of unrest,” he says.
By the end of that period “I was beat
up and burned out,” he says. He left
Miami for Mexico to study Spanish.
Soon he was traveling the globe as a
freelance journalist. Back during his
war days he’d witnessed the ravages of
malaria, malnutrition, elephantiasis
and other diseases. As a journalist, his
abiding interest was in writing about
the Church’s global mission to the poor,
though he’d often help pay the freight by
writing travel pieces as well.
The priest-journalist wrote articles
for more than 60 publications, among
them secular newspapers such as the
Washington Post, Chicago Tribune and
Kansas City Star, in addition to religious
ones including The Catholic Telegraph,
Our Sunday Visitor, the Jesuit magazine
America, Catholic Digest, The St. Anthony

Messenger and Maryknoll magazine.
He’s made 13 visits to Haiti, a country
that holds a special place in heart. His
apartment is filled with memorabilia,
including photographs he took in Haiti,
Bangladesh, and other far-flung locations.
He also maintains a bulletin board on the
building’s first floor, displaying photos
and other illustrations from his travels.
The Athenaeum has been his home
since 1996. “The primary reason was so I
could be close to the library here,” Father
Beckman said.
One of the campaign priorities for
One Faith, One Hope, One Love is care
for retired priests, to see that our faithful
shepherds don’t have to face financial
uncertainty.
Father Beckman still sometimes
concelebrates Masses, “but these days
that usually means just sitting there,” he
says. He had to stop helping at nearby St.
Rose Church about two years ago because
of increasing health restrictions. “I got to
where I couldn’t stand very well and walk
up stairs.”
He’s the archdiocese’s second-oldest
priest after Father Angelo Caserta, who
turned 97 last month. Nine men in the
archdiocese have been priests longer than
Father Beckman, but all of them are
younger, born between 1921 and 1929.
Does he have major regrets from his
long career?
“I tried for 20 years to write a novel
with a Jesus figure in it,” he says. “But
I never mastered it. That’s my biggest
regret.”
Which seems small enough for such a
life of service.

New foundation will
oversee tuition assistance
T

hrough your generosity toward One Faith, One Hope,
One Love, you become part of a success story that will outlast
all of us, an immeasurable legacy to help build the Church for
generations to come.
Support for Catholic education is among the campaign’s
pillars. As part of that mission, a tuition assistance fund is
on track to become a permanent fixture in our archdiocese.
Beginning with the 2017-18 academic year, the fund will
extensively expand families’ access to Catholic schools
throughout our region.
A new organization, the Catholic Education Foundation,
was formed to implement the tuition program as part of a
broader commission to strengthen the identity of our schools.
One Faith, One Hope, One Love dedicated $65 million in
potential donations to be spent on Catholic education.
The foundation, led by Archbishop Dennis Schnurr and
Bishop Joe Binzer, has held two initial meetings to organize

Archbishop Dennis Schnurr,
speaking to the Catholic Education
Foundation board, emphasized the
need for faithfulness to donors.

itself and begin addressing the program’s administrative needs.
Final rules are expected this fall about how the application
process and expenditures will work. The landmark study known
as “Lighting the Way” remains the blueprint for Catholic
schools.
“Lighting the Way,” released in 2012, outlined dozens of
initiatives aimed at sustaining high-quality Catholic schools, as
well as addressing issues of access and affordability. “We will
move forward and are committed to that vision,” the archbishop
said.
(A link to the report, along with an executive summary, can
be found by Googling Cincinnati archdiocese lighting the
way.)
In addition to Archbishop Schnurr and Bishop Binzer, the
board members are:
• Anthony M. Ciani, retired business executive who serves in a
variety of civic and religious posts, including as president of the
continued on page 3 - New Foundation

One Faith, One Hope, One Love is a call to devote
ourselves more fully to the mission of our Church.
Through our shared sense of stewardship, this
effort seeks to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and meet the needs of our community. The effort
represents the largest capital campaign for our
archdiocese in over 60 years.

For the latest campaign news, photos, features, and
each parish’s updated numbers, visit our website at
1faith1hope1love.org. Do you have a success story
to share from your local effort — about a particular
blessing, a great volunteer, or how funds from One
Faith, One Hope, One Love are helping your parish?
Let us know! Contact Paul Clark at (800) 686-2724
ext. 2231 or paul.clark@1faith1hope1love.org.
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“We’re open to all,” says Athenaeum library
director Connie Song.

Hands for the harvest
T

he rare collection at the Athenaeum of Ohio contains
manuscripts as old as the 12th and 13th centuries, but its
surroundings bear little resemblance to a cloistered medieval
monastery.
In fact, the Eugene H. Maly Memorial Library, home to
more 120,000 volumes, is constantly expanding its reach in
the Digital Age. Library director Connie Song emphasizes that
its resources aren’t restricted to use by seminarians and faculty
at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary of the West.

“We’re open to all,” she said. “We also offer tours, and
we’re reaching more people all the time through OhioLINK,”
a digital service that provides access to academic databases
from off-campus locations. She hopes soon to acquire a nextgeneration scanner that can expedite digitalization.
Increased library availability is just one way the public will
benefit right away from donations to One Faith, One Hope,
One Love, but the library’s continued excellence is just one
effort that will help sustain the seminary as a first-rate academic
institution for the formation of priests.
Funding from the campaign will benefit the seminary in a
number of other ways. Some of those include:
• Tuition assistance for seminarians, deacons, and lay
ministers
• Upgrading classrooms to become fully interactive
“smart rooms”
• Attending to other improvements such as the
preaching lab.
Athenaeum advancement director Kyle Isaack said it’s all
part of the wider effort to spread the Gospel, and that his
institution is deeply grateful to One Faith, One Hope, One
Love and its donors. “Their generosity is allowing us to continue
to bring Christ to others throughout the Archdiocese,” he
said, “not just those out here on Beechmont Avenue.”

the One bulletin

page 3

A range of impact
M

ore than $17 million in funds
raised by One Faith, One Hope, One
Love has already been paid to serve the
campaign’s five priorities. Of that, $8
million has been rebated to parishes so
far, for the priorities of their choice.
Parishes are rebated 20% of the funds
they raise, increasing to 60% of all funds
exceeding their local goal.
“The blessing from having the parish
rebate is that, by being successful, the
campaign pushed off that we would have
to run a local capital campaign for parish
needs and invest in that,” said Father Kyle
Schnippel, pastor at St. John Neumann
Parish in Forest Park and Corpus Christi
Parish in New Burlington. “We were
basically able to run a local campaign for
free.”

The parish priorities are as diverse
as the parishes themselves. Rebates are
being put to use in a wide range of ways,
including:
• Restoration of historic stained glass
windows at St. Joseph in Wapakoneta.
• A scholarship endowment for
parishioners at Sacred Heart Parish in
Fairfield.
• Assistance to a Dayton-area recovery
center for drug-exposed newborns,
courtesy of a gift from Our Lady of
Good Hope Parish in Miamisburg.
• Classroom computers at Holy Trinity
in West Union.
• Assisting with the building of a church
in Haiti, courtesy of St. Henry’s Parish
in Dayton.
• Painting and new lighting at
Incarnation Parish in Centerville.

• New doors at St. Mary, Queen of
Heaven in Peebles.
• Updates to the parish hall at Our
Lady of Sorrows in Monroe.
• Renovation of the historic dome atop
Immaculate Conception Church in
Celina.
• Repairs to the landmark bell tower
at Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception in Dayton.
• Restoration of the historic pioneer
cemetery at St. Philomena Church,
Clermont County.
As Father Tom DiFolco of St. Michael
in Sharonville puts it: The campaign is
about “the viability of parish life.”
“It’s about the mission of the church,”
he said. “We’re really talking about
serving multiple generations of parish
life.”

New Foundation - continued from front cover

Serving the most vulnerable
O
ne Faith, One Hope, One Love is
already making a powerful difference for
the most needy among us.
Ted Bergh, chief executive of Catholic
Charities Southwestern Ohio, listed the
following as only part of the measurable
impact from campaign funds:
• The Springfield Food Bank delivered
275,000 more meals to food-insecure
families in the fourth quarter of 2015.
• 140 unaccompanied children from
Central America are receiving case
management and counseling to become
acclimated to their new surroundings and
begin their legal claims for immigrant
status.
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• An increase of 19,000 volunteer
hours through outreach and process
improvements.
In the northern part of the archdiocese,
similar blessings are being witnessed.
“With support from the One Faith,
One Hope, One Love campaign,
Catholic Social Services of the Miami
Valley is making strategic changes that
will increase operational efficiency,
bring hope to those who are struggling
and extend the dynamic involvement of
Catholics who are in increasing numbers
seeking to put their faith into action,”
said Laura Roesch, chief executive officer
of the Dayton-based organization.
In addition to preserving and

extending basic services, funds will
provide additional case workers and will
update a 15-year-old computer system for
150 staff members and interns, she said.
New software aims to create a system
to collect specific information, track
casework, and improve measurement.
Computer services are being upgraded
to provide educational programs for
refugees, pantry clients, and inner-city
Dayton preschoolers.
“With the support provided by the
One Faith, One Hope, One Love
campaign, Catholic Social Services is
successfully waging the fight against
poverty one family, one person at a time,”
Ms. Roesch said.

Dayton Board of Zoning Appeals and board member of Sowing
Seeds of Growth, a Catholic schools tuition assistance fund for
urban children, which operated in Dayton.
• John M. Garmhausen, corporate and business attorney
in Sidney, Ohio. Mr. Garmhausen has served on numerous
community boards and has long been active with Lehman
Catholic High School, where his wife, Debra, was a teacher.
His service has included a decade as president of the Lehman
Foundation Board and as chairman of Lehman’s 21st Century
Campaign that raised more than $7 million for the school.
• Susie Gibbons, appointed in October as interim school
superintendent for the archdiocese after Dr. Jim Rigg left to
serve in that capacity for the Chicago archdiocese.
• Richard Kelly, chief financial officer for the archdiocese.
• Mary Lynn Naughton, program director of the Mathile
Family Foundation, which provides grants to organizations
serving needy children and families in the Miami Valley.
• Joseph A. Pichler and Susan Pichler. Mr. Pichler is a retired
board chairman of Kroger Co. who also served as Kroger chief
executive officer from 1990-2003. Mrs. Pichler has been a
volunteer with inner-city schools in the Archdiocese since 1989.

She was a librarian at St. Francis Seraph School for 20 years and
is a volunteer writing tutor at Purcell Marian High School. Her
many community activities include membership on the boards
of the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center and
Cincinnati Nature Center.
• Dick and Maureen Russell. Mr. Russell is a certified public
accountant and retired CEO of Danis Construction in Dayton.
Mrs. Russell holds a master’s in clinical counseling. They cochaired One Faith, One Hope, One Love’s largest parish
campaign, at Incarnation in Centerville, which exceeded its
goal of more than $3 million.
The board set a schedule of four regular meetings in 2016,
with special ones as needs arise. The next regular meeting will be
in March.
You can follow the board’s future progress by checking
back on our website, where you’ll also find stories about
volunteers, beneficiaries, and how your donations are
improving lives. In addition, you can see updated progress
reports to see how your parish is doing in its local campaign.
It’s all at 1faith1hope1love.org!
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