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The foundation responsible for 
overseeing student financial assistance 
from One Faith, One Hope, One Love 
is on track to begin distributing more 
than $2 million in need-based tuition 
grants in 2017.

To that end, the Catholic Education 
Foundation for the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati is working with the Schools 
Office  staff to finalize grant guidelines 
for the nation’s sixth-largest Catholic 
school system. 

“We’re pioneers in this business 
still,” Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr 
told the foundation’s board at a recent 
meeting. “I think we’re making good 
progress in pioneer territory.”

The stakes are high, given the 
importance of affordable access to 
Catholic education for families and 
their children. About one in nine 
students enrolled in our schools lives in 

poverty. Of those, 77% are elementary 
school students. 

Foundation board members are 
studying a menu of options for how 
individual grants will be issued. The 
initial maximum will be $1,000. Capital 
campaign funds will be awarded to 
qualified families not eligible for certain 
government assistance programs. At 
present, 26% of our students receive 
vouchers from Ohio’s EdChoice 
Scholarship Program.

Tuition help for families is the 
largest element of the One Faith, One 
Faith, One Love mission. About 10,000 
applications are expected when the 
grant program opens for the 2017-18 
academic year. 

Given the numbers, the logistics 
are formidable. But as Wayne Morse, 
Director of School Strategic Planning, 
has put it: “Our goal is to give away 
every nickel we have.” 

One 
Faith, 
One 
Hope, 
One 
Love is a 
call to devote 
ourselves 
more fully to 
the mission of 
our Church. 
Through our 
shared sense 

of stewardship, this effort seeks to 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
meet the needs of our community. 
The effort represents the largest 
capital campaign for our archdiocese 
in over 60 years. 

Tell us your story!
Do you have a success story to 

share from your local effort – about a 
particular blessing, a great volunteer, 
or how funds from One Faith, One 
Hope One Love are helping your 
parish? Please share it! Contact Paul 
Clark at (800) 686-2724 (ext. 2231) or 
paul.clark@1faith1hope1love.org. 

For the latest news, photos, features, 
and to view your parish’s updated 
gift numbers, visit our website at 
1faith1hope1love.org.

 
Help for our  
students and families
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It’s been said that the burden of hunger sits most heavily on the 
backs of children.

Now, that’s where one remedy is being literally placed, 
thanks to funds from One Faith, One Hope, One Love.

Second Harvest Food Bank, part of Catholic Charities 
Southwestern Ohio, has launched a backpack program to 
provide children with take-home meals for weekends or during 
school vacations.

“One Faith, One Hope, One Love funds allowed us to create 
the pilot program,” said Tyra Jackson, Second Harvest executive 
director. The  initiative, in partnership with Springfield City 
School District, is serving as many as 650 children a week at 
Fulton Elementary School.

Students from food-insecure families are provided with food 
in plastic drawstring bags that can easily be carried home in 
backpacks. “If they don’t have a backpack, we’ll give them one,” 
Ms. Jackson said.

The meals are nutritious and easily prepared. They include 
such items as microwavable pasta dishes along with cereal, 
fruits, and vegetables. Snacks also are provided because “we try 
to give them something fun,” Ms. Jackson said. 

Data from the pilot phase will be used in grant applications 
aimed at expanding the program throughout Second Harvest’s 
service area northeast of Greater Cincinnati. 

Overall, Second Harvest provided more than 4.7 million 
meals last year via member agencies in Clark, Champaign, and 
Logan counties, a 6% increase over the previous year. 

“There is a great need,” Ms. Jackson said.
A further benefit of One Faith, One Hope, One Love is its 

assistance toward increasing the number of volunteers, both for 
Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio and its Dayton-based 
sibling, Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley.

Second Harvest is among several services of Catholic 
Charities with current needs for more volunteers. Others 
include Su Casa Hispanic Center, the Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program (RSVP), the Legal Immigration Department, the Food 
for All Mobile Pantry, and the Refugee Resettlement program. 
For more information: ccswoh.org or 513-241-7745.

Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley has 
high-need opportunities including in senior outreach, 
the Choice Food Pantry in Dayton, the Refugee 
Resettlement program and a broad spectrum of  
service projects. Information: volunteer@cssmv.org or  
937-223-7217. Ext 1146.

Volunteers of varying skills and backgrounds are invited, 
from teens to retirees. 

Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley serves Auglaize, 
Darke, Greene, Mercer, Miami, Montgomery, Preble, and 
Shelby counties. 

Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio serves Adams, Brown, 
Butler, Clark, Champaign, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, 
Highland, Logan and Warren counties. 

Feeding the hungry

Payments to our ministries
Here are payments from One Faith, One Hope, One Love as of Dec. 31, 2015 to the five priority areas:

Local Parishes .....................................$8,875,028.54
Catholic Education ........................... $3,708,584.57
Athenaeum .............................................$1,647,091.90

Priest Retirement ................................$1,370,266.86
Catholic Charities and  
Social Services ..................................... $1,086,441.62
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Creative strategies exist to help support 
One Faith, One Hope, One Love and 
the goals we all share – ways in which the 
Church, you, and your loved ones all benefit. 

Gifts involving stocks, deferred  
annuities, insurance policies, your will or 
trust – these are just some of the options 
that can be tailored to your individual 
circumstances.

Such giving techniques are called 
“planned gifts” because thoughtful 
planning can create win-win 
solutions for you, and ultimately  
the Church. You’ll find a variety of these, 
including gifts that pay you income, 
at our website, 1faith1hope1love.org 
(click “Planned Giving”) or call Michael 
Vanderburgh at (513) 257-6266.

And while you’re considering alternative 
ways to give, here are a couple of possibilities 
that might be worth investigating: 

• Matching Gift Programs: What if 
you could double your contribution at no 
additional cost to you? Many companies, 
large and small, offer matching gift programs 
to support their employees’ charitable 
efforts.  GE, Johnson & Johnson, AK 
Steel, Macy’s, AT&T, and PNC Bank are 
just a few corporations that have provided 
such programs during the past year. Ask 
your company representative whether your 
workplace is among them, and find out 
what restrictions exist. (Some, for example, 
restrict matches to the Athenaeum and/or 
Catholic Charities and Social Services.)

• IRA Charitable Rollovers:  A federal 
law passed at the end of last year permanently 
extended the charitable rollover provision, 
which permits individuals age 70½ and older 
to donate as much as $100,000 annually in 
charitable giving directly from an Individual 
Retirement Arrangement (IRA) without 
treating the distribution as taxable income. 

Ordination to the priesthood for 
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati will take 
place May 21 at the Cathedral of St. 
Peter in Chains, downtown Cincinnati. 
Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr 
will ordain seven men, all of whom 
completed studies at the Athenaeum of 
Ohio/Mount St. Mary’s Seminary.
    They are:”
 • Deacon Timothy Fahey, Our Lady 
  of Good Hope, Miamisburg
 • Deacon Matt Feist, Immaculate  
  Heart of Mary, Anderson Township
 • Deacon Christopher Geiger,  
  St. Susanna, Mason
 • Deacon Alex McCullough,   
  Sacred Heart, Cincinnati 
 • Deacon Eric Roush,   
  St. Monica-St. George, Cincinnati
 • Deacon Jason Williams,   
  St. William, Cincinnati
 • Deacon Sean Wilson,   
  Emmanuel, Dayton

The class of 2016 also includes three 
men from outside the archdiocese: 
Deacon Jason Bertke (Diocese of 
Covington, Kentucky), Deacon Jeffery 
Smith (Diocese of Toledo) and Deacon 
Thomas Reagan C.P.M. (Fathers of 
Mercy, Auburn, Kentucky).

The ordinations testify to a wave 
of renewed growth at the seminary. 
The academic year’s enrollment of 68 
seminarians was the largest since the early  

1980s. Last fall’s 13 incoming students  
tied the largest entrance number in 30 
years. 

But growth brings greater needs, and 
your gifts to One Faith, One Hope, 
One Love are helping to address the 
critical need for future priests.

“The cost for tuition, room and 
board for one seminarian is $33,500 
per year,” said seminary Rector Father 
Benedict O’Cinnsealaigh. “While the 
numbers of seminarians continue to 
increase, so do our financial needs. The 
support of our generous benefactors 
makes possible the blessings of increased 
enrollment.”

By the end of March, the seminary 
received more than $2.4 million in 
distributions from One Faith, One 
Hope, One Love, along with more than 
$150,000 in direct contributions. 

A portion of those funds, pending 
approval this month by Athenaeum 
trustees, will provide a 50% scholarship 
to all lay students for the 2016-17 
academic year. Such funding could 
provide up to $140,000 in scholarships 
for lay students.

“We are very grateful for the 
commitment and generosity of 
the people  of  the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati to the Athenaeum and 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary,” Father 
O’Cinnsealaigh said.

Please pray for this year’s ordinands.

Creative
ways to give

Answering the call
The ordination class of 2016 will begin priestly ministries this 
month following ordination by Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr.



The Cincinnati archdiocese’s oldest 
active priest didn’t stop being active after 
he retired.

That’s typical for older priests, says 
Father Angelo Caserta, 97. 

“We’re willing to be available for the 
sacraments, the Sacrifice of the Mass 
and confessions, and ministering to the 
community, the health community for 
example,” he said. “A lot of priests are 
involved as chaplains.”

Father Caserta, 97, was born about 
a month after World War I ended. He 
attributes his health and longevity to “the 
Lord returning the fruits of the sacrifices 
I made, from when I was little and on 
up. In the seminary I began abstaining 
from certain foods..” He was ordained 
in February 1945, during World War II. 
Two years ago, he celebrated a Mass at 
St. Boniface Church in Piqua marking 
his 70th anniversary as a priest.

He said the biggest change he’s seen 
in Church life during his priesthood was 
“the Church opening itself to having 
laity participate in the liturgy.”

“It’s a great blessing for the Church 
to have lay people proclaim readings 
of Scripture at the Mass, and getting 
people involved in the sacramental life 
of the Church,” he said.

Father Caserta grew up in a devout 

Catholic family as one of 11 children 
born to Sicilian immigrant parents. 
He was valedictorian at Piqua High 
School in 1936 and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy from St. Gregory’s 
Seminary in Mount Washington. From 
there, he studied theology at Mount St. 
Mary Seminary in Norwood. 

Over the years Father Caserta’s 
assignments have included teaching 
math at Elder High School. He also held 
various faculty positions at St. Gregory’s 
Seminary and Mount St. Mary’s of the 
West.

He was pastor at St. Lawrence parish 
in Cincinnati’s Price Hill neighborhood 
from 1970 to 1984, before returning to 
his native Piqua for a pastorship at St. 
Boniface. He retired in 1993.

 “I always made myself available to 
people whenever they called or saw 
someone in need,” he said. “I tried to 
put the Gospel of Christ No. 1 for my 
priestly life. The Lord rewarded me 
richly by letting me touch people’s lives.”

Ever mindful of Our Lord’s 
instruction for priests to “feed My 
sheep,” Father Caserta also has fed the 
wider community in a secular sense 
with “Father Caserta’s Italian Supreme 
Products,” a popular spaghetti sauce 
based on his mother’s recipe. Sales of 
the sauce have funded a trust for the 
welfare of children.

Last month, the civic organization 
Citizens for a Better Piqua honored 
him with its “Pass the Positive” award 
for community service, and passed the 
sauce while doing so. “It’s my mother’s 
recipe but I added a little more spice,” 
Father Caserta said. “It’s a first-class 
sauce.”

Father Tom Bolte, pastor at St. 
Boniface and its sister Piqua parish, St. 
Mary’s, said Father Caserta’s service has 
been immeasurable.

“He’s known as ‘The Living Saint 
of Piqua’ for his compassion, his 
willingness to visit hospitals, and for 
his living the teachings of Jesus,” Father 
Bolte said.

The pastor noted that Father Caserta 
also received the Order of George 

Lifetime Achievement Award last year, 
presented by the Piqua Area Chamber 
of Commerce in recognition of 
outstanding community service.

Father Caserta is a strong supporter 
of One Faith, One Hope, One Love. St. 
Boniface and its sister parish, St. Mary, 
both have surpassed their local goals.

“I made a contribution,” Father 
Caserta said. “I gave the top amount 
they asked me for, because it’s the 
work of the Lord as directed by the 
archbishop, who sees the whole plan. 
He knows we all need to sacrifice and 
spread the Gospel.”

One of the campaign’s five major 
priorities is Care for Retired Priests, to 
see that faithful shepherds like Father 
Caserta don’t have to face financial 
uncertainty. 

“The archdiocese has been very, very 
attentive to the spiritual needs of the 
priests,” Father Caserta said.

“My time is the Lord’s time,” he said.
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 Of pastors 
and pastas

Recipe: Spaghetti sauce                                          
From the kitchen of: Father Caserta                

• 1 can (28 oz.) crushed tomatoes              
• 1 can (28 oz.) diced tomatoes                   
• 6 oz. can tomato paste                               
• 3 tbsp. garlic powder or minced garlic    
• 3 tbsp. onion powder                                 
• 3 tbsp. basil                                                  
• 2 tbsp. oregano                                            
• 1 cup fresh parsley                                       
• 1 diced medium onion                                
• 6 oz. extra virgin olive oil                           
• 6 oz. of semi-sweet wine (such                  
   as Zinfandel)                                                  
Cook on low to medium-low heat for at      
least four to six hours.                                   
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