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More than $2 million in Catholic school tuition 
assistance has been allocated for the coming academic year, 
thanks to benefactors of One Faith, One Hope, One Love!

A total of 2,174 offers were extended for elementary 
and high school assistance, amounting to $1,983,500. Of 
those, 2,058 have been accepted, coming to  $1,877,250 
and an acceptance rate of 94.7%. 

Individual student awards range from $250 to $1,000.
The 2017-18 academic year will be the first for  

the permanent program of needs-based tuition aid. An 
independent third party, Facts Management, vetted  
applications. The fund is supervised by the Catholic  

 
Education Foundation for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
(CEF).

Tuition money will be paid directly to individual schools 
in September after the beneficiary students’ enrollments 
are confirmed.

CEF’s board previously approved another $200,000 
in extraordinary awards for 2017-18. Those funds will go 
to families experiencing dire emergencies as determined 
by individual principals, and to qualifying families that 
have moved into our area since last spring’s application 
deadline.

May God bless our benefactors for making Catholic 
education more affordable and accessible!

 
Opening doors 
to Catholic schools
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Elias Mwesigye was in for a shock 
when he set out to find his long-lost 
benefactors.

Many years earlier, as a young student in 
his native Uganda, Mr. Mwesigye received 
a tuition sponsorship from a U.S. couple, 
“Dave and Joanne,” via a children’s fund. 
He and the couple exchanged letters 
through fund managers, so he never had 
their direct address and lost touch when 
the tuition program folded abruptly.

A little more than a year ago, after 
Mr. Mwesigye — by then a seminarian at 
Mount St. Mary’s of the West — decided 
to search the Internet in hope of finding 
his onetime sponsors. He knew their last 
name, Gettleman, and remembered that 
the husband had been a football coach. 
“To me, as a boy, football meant soccer,” 
Mr. Mwesigye said. “I didn’t know about 
American football.”

Mr. Mwesigye found a Dave Gettleman 
who was indeed involved with football. 
He was in charge of a team that was 
headed to a Super Bowl.

The Dave Gettleman in question 
turned out to be general manager of the 
NFL Carolina Panthers. Mr. Mwesigye 
emailed him to ask whether he was the 
former sponsor. Mr. Gettleman replied 
immediately.

“After so many years! He said 
‘Yes I’m the one,” Mr. Mwesigye re- 
called. They had a conversation he 

describes as “emotional.”
The Panthers lost last year’s Super Bowl 

to the Denver Broncos, but they won the 
midseason game Mr. Mwesigye attended 
with Mr. Gettleman the following 
autumn.

“In November he gave me a ticket,” 
Mr. Mwesigye said. “I went to a game with 
him in the box.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Gettleman also took 
Mr. Mwesigye on a tour of the stadium 
before the game. The first player Mr. 
Mwesigye met was Panthers linebacker 
and Cincinnati native Luke Kuechly, a St. 
Xavier High School graduate.

“He asked me if I had brought Skyline 
Chili for my friends and I told him I had,” 
Mr. Mwesigye recalled.

Mr. Mwesigye, 40, is a missionary of 
more than chili. Although people tend 
to think of missions as issuing from 
developed countries to the less so, a 
reverse phenomenon has occurred amid 
vocations growing stronger in parts of the 
Third World even as they’ve weakened in 
the West.

“The missionary goes where there’s 
a spiritual need,” Mr. Mwesigye said, 
recalling Pope Paul VI’s 1969 pastoral 
visit to Uganda, the first African trip 
by any reigning pope. “He said Africans 
must be missionaries to ourselves and to 
the whole world. He told us we must be 
prepared to evangelize.”

Elias Mwesigye grew up in a Catholic 
home in southwest Uganda as the 
youngest of six siblings. He attended a 
Catholic boys school where one of his 
influences was a German missionary 
priest, who “told us ‘we are serving you, 
but you will go out to serve others,’” Mr. 
Mwesigye said.

Another missionary who assisted the 
young student was an Irish nun with 
the Daughters of Mary and Joseph, who 
established a tuition fund in the Ugandan 
parish through the St. Francis Family 
Helper Programme.  Among its charities 
was a child sponsorship service, through 
which young Elias became a beneficiary 
of  the Gettlemans.

The couple was childless at the time, 

and “I became a foster son for them,” Mr. 
Mwesigye said. “But then one day I was 
informed that the project was closing and 
couldn’t help me.”

After graduating from a high school 
seminary run by the Apostles of Jesus 
Missionaries he entered St. Thomas 
Aquinas Katigondo Major Seminary, a 
century-old institution in Uganda.   

But family tragedies soon created 
other obligations. His mother died 
when he was in high school; his father 
in 2007. By the time he was in his third 
year at the seminary, two sisters and two 
brothers had passed away. One brother 
died in Uganda’s Northern War, under 
circumstances never disclosed. A sister 
died of malaria in pregnancy.

His siblings’ deaths left orphans 
that another brother looked after, but 
more help was needed. “I talked to the 
archbishop, saying I had to leave the 
seminary to help my brother take care of 
them,” he recalled. “The archbishop said, 
‘If it’s God’s wll that you be a priest then 
you will come back.’”

It was while working as a social worker 
that Mr. Mwesigye made the acquaintance 
of Father Greg Bramlage, who’d been 
ordained for the Indianapolis diocese.
Father Bramlage had come to Uganda as 
part of his healing ministry, Missionaries 
of the New Evangelization, and Mr. 
Mwesigye was helping to prepare a public 
retreat. 

By then Mr. Mwesigye’s family 
obligations had eased as his nieces and 
nephews grew to ages of independence. He 
exchanged emails with Father Bramlage, 
and persevered with requests for help in 
becoming a missionary to America.

After Mr. Mwesigye’s odination in 
May 2019, he plans a trip to Uganda to 
celebrate Mass on June 3, feast of the 
Ugandan Martyrs. But he’s committed to 
remaining in southwestern Ohio.

“If I go back to live in Uganda, it 
will be when I retire,” he said. “It seems 
Cincinnati is unique. I found that people 
in Cincinnati, those who are committed, 
they really love the Faith.

“People here have been good to me.”

 
Out of Africa, 
a mission
to America
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rs Semiannual distributions for Jan 1, 2017 to June 30, 2017:

Catholic Education: $5,204,430

Local Parishes: $3,566,258

Retired Priests: $1,040,886

Fostering Vocations: $1,039,309

Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio: $483,330

Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley:  $291,948

You are part of this success story! Stay 
informed about what your sacrifices are 
accomplishing by visiting our website, 
1faith1hope1love.org, where you also 
can find news articles and regularly 
updated parish-by-parish breakdowns 
of pledges and collections.
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Do you have a success story to share from your local effort 
– about a particular blessing, a great volunteer, or how funds 
from One Faith, One Hope, One Love are helping your parish? 
Please share it! Contact Paul Clark at (800) 686-2724 (ext. 2231) 
or paul.clark@1faith1hope1love.org. 

And for the latest news, photos, features, and each parish’s 
updated gift numbers, visit our website at 1faith1hope1love.org.

Tell us your 
story!

“Every program receiving funding from the 
One Faith, One Hope, One Love campaign showed 
significant service growth,” says a financial report 
from Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio.

The report outlined expenditures totaling 
$917,776 in campaign funds last year. Details 
included the following: 

• Hunger: $195,851 “contributed to a dramatic 
increase” in meals delivered at Second Harvest 
Food Bank through expansion of the Springfield 
pantry, Fresh Market mobile pantries, and 
launching a school backpack program.

Expenditures totaling $87,577 expanded programs with 
“Food for All” mobile pantries to “food deserts” and allowed 
Catholic Charities to work with St. Leo Food Pantry, North 
Fairmount, to relocate from the rectory basement to larger 
space at the former Kroger building across the street.

• Su Casa classes: $110,746 from One Faith, One 
Hope, One Love supported Su Casa Hispanic Center 
classes including English, GED preparation, and  
financial literacy.

 
• Care management: $100,840 for Su Casa health 
promotions. An investment of $94,378 went to 
mental health counseling, case management for 
unaccompanied border children, and the Su Casa 
health outreach.

• Parish Outreach: $877,577 to “spread the 
Catholic Charity mission to parishes and support 
parishes in their mission to be God’s mercy to the 
poor.” That encompassed the Enlightenment Speaker 
Series providing a range of discussion leaders for 
parishes and the broader community.

• Volunteers: An expenditure of $72,196 was 
earmarked to increase volunteer participation. For the 
year, Catholic Charities reported “a significant increase in 
volunteers and volunteers across all programs.”

• Technology/Capital investment: $171,013 went toward 
upgrading equipment, buying technology, and expanding 
office facilities.
Said the report: “God’s Mercy continues to flow through the 
work of Catholic Charities, expanded through the generous 
support of One Faith, One Hope, One Love.”

Campaign creates ‘significant service growth’
After a year and a half of planning, the Archdiocese of 

Cincinnati’s exciting new vision for catechetical formation has 
taken shape. 

“Vocare: Called to Teach” is an innovative certification process 
for catechists that blends in-person and digital classes. Made 
possible by benefactors to One Faith, One Hope, One Love, 
Vocare  officially began this summer. The Archdiocesan Office 
for Evangelization and Discipleship (OED) sponsored a series of 
webinars in July.

Vocare (pronounced voh cah ray) is Latin for “to be called.” 
The new process took shape in response to repeated requests 
from educators for a more flexible, consistent, and affordable 
certification system. The OED led Vocare’s development in 
consultation with teachers, catechists, and school administrators. 

Vocare’s online courses, in addition to training catechists in 
educational approaches, are designed to help them deepen their 
faith and thereby to become better equipped at sharing it.

“The word catechesis means ‘to echo,’” said Father Thomas 
Wray, OED director, “and catechists echo the life and teachings 
of Jesus, as He taught in the Great Commission: Go and baptize, 
teaching them all that I have taught you.”

Benefactors of One Faith, One Hope, One Love are helping to Foster 
Vocations. Find out more at 1faith1hope1love.org

A calling and an echo

 

Half-off tuition for Lay Pastoral students 

Lay Pastoral students at the Athenaeum of Ohio will 
receive 50% tuition reductions for the coming academic 
year, a blessing from your contributions to One Faith, One 
Hope, One Love.

It’s the second consecutive year Athenaeum trustees 
approved half-off scholarships funded by our capital 
campaign. The Lay Pastoral Ministry Program provides 
degree and non-degree certificate courses. 

Classes for 2017-18 will be offered in Montgomery 
and McCartyville as well as at the Athenaeum in Mount  

 
Washington. Options include weekend and evening classes 
in Scripture, Doctrine, History, and Pastoral Theology.

The lay program began in 1975 as among the first of 
its kind in the United States, graduating hundreds of 
students since. For information, call 513-231-1200 or head 
online to Athenaeum.edu.LPMP.

One Faith, One Hope, One Love also enabled The 
Athenaeum of Ohio/Mount St. Mary’s Seminary of the 
West to increased its endowment for faculty and staff 
positions by $2.85 million last year.

A new piano at St. Aloysius in Shandon. Sound-system 
improvements at Old St. Mary’s, the oldest Catholic church 
still standing in Cincinnati. Providing a part-time pastoral 
associate at St. Bernadette in Amelia.

These are only a few of the local projects that our parishes 
have identified as priorities for their rebates from One Faith, 
One Hope, One Love.

And when the funds began flowing, All Saints parish called 
a plumber.

The Kenwood congregation built a restroom addition 
adjacent to the church vestibule, using some $60,000 of its local 
share from the campaign.

Father J. Dennis Jaspers, pastor, said the construction 
represents a considerable improvement. Previous facilities 
weren’t nearly as accessible on the All Saints campus, which sits 
next to Archbishop Moeller High School.

“We’d have people traveling here for funerals and the first 
thing they’d ask was where is the restroom,” Father Jaspers said. 
“It was like directing them to Timbuktu.”

The new structure, with its gabled roof and exterior 
stained-glass windows, is consonant with the church’s general 
architecture.

“A flat roof would have made it look like a restroom on I-71,” 
Father Jaspers said.

Amenities include baby changing stations and a water 
fountain.

All Saints was among 13 pilot parishes that launched the 
One Faith, One Hope, One Love campaign back in 2014. The 
parish has exceeded its local goal by 7%, and collected more 
than 60% of pledges so far.

To read about how other parishes are using their campaign 
rebates, go to 1faith1hope1love.org

This side 
of Timbuktu
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